
 

National History Day 2015: Leadership & Legacy in History 

Using American Historical Newspaper Content 

 

New Award Category for projects that incorporate newspaper resources available at Chronicling America: 

 

Visit the National Endowment for the Humanities EDSITEMENT! website for a complete lesson plan on how to use historic 

digital newspapers for National History Day at:  

http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/using-historic-digital-newspapers-national-history-day#sect-thelesson  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Vermont Digital Newspaper Project’s website for more information: library.uvm.edu/vtnp/wordpress 

8 million American newspaper pages searchable online for free at chroniclingamerica.loc.gov. 

  

 

Chronicling 

America: Historic 

American 

Newspapers Prize 

The National 

Endowment for 

the Humanities 

Sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), this prize is awarded in both the Junior 

and Senior divisions to an outstanding entry in any category that utilizes the newspaper resources 

that are available on the Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers web site 

(http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/). Each content item from Chronicling America (article, image, etc.) 

used for the entry must be noted in the Primary Sources section of the Annotated Bibliography and follow 

proper NHD citation guidelines for Web content. The Chronicling America web site 

provides free access to over 5 million pages of select digitized historic 

newspapers published between 1836 and 1922. It is produced by the National 

Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP), a long-term partnership between NEH and the Library of Congress 

to digitize representative historic newspapers from all 50 states and U.S. territories. Chronicling America 

currently has digitized newspapers from 28 states and the District of Columbia, with new content added 

regularly, including newspapers published in foreign languages starting with Spanish and French. Primary 

sources are not limited to newspaper articles, but also include advertisements, images, literary prose, and 

other content that appears in historic newspapers. In addition to providing basic factual details about an 

event or topic, historic newspapers can shed light on local perspectives about a major historical event, 

insight into social or cultural practices, traditions, political opinions, economic circumstances, and a 

wealth of other historical information. For more information on NEH visit their homepage 

at http://www.neh.gov/. For more information on Chronicling America visit the mini site at 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/what-chronicling-america. 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/using-historic-digital-newspapers-national-history-day#sect-thelesson
http://library.uvm.edu/vtnp/wordpress
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.neh.gov/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/what-chronicling-america


Visit Vermont Digital Newspaper Project’s website 

for more ideas and Vermont-specific lesson plans 

and content: library.uvm.edu/vtnp/wordpress 
 

 

 

Vermont-specific Content Example:  

Justin Smith Morrill: A Vermont Senator’s Political Legacy 
 
“The Career of Senator Morrill.”  

St. Johnsbury Caledonian., January 04, 1899, Page 3 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84023253/1899-01-04/ed-1/seq-3/  

 

 

On the Morrill Act of 1862 

Vermont phœnix., February 17, 1899, Image 1 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn98060050/1899-02-17/ed-1/seq-1/  

 

 
 

 

 

On the Morrill Tariff of 1861 

Burlington weekly free press., December 29, 

1898, Page 2  

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/ 

sn86072143/1898-12-29/ed-1/seq-2/  

http://library.uvm.edu/vtnp/wordpress
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