Library Assignment

Objectives:
This is a simple assignment designed to teach you to use library research techniques that you will need in future classes and to allow you to explore a topic in biological anthropology of your personal interest. It will also test your ability to read and follow directions.

Your Final Product:

· 3 consistently-formatted, complete bibliographic entries for the scholarly journal articles

· 3 article summaries (one paragraph each)

· One final summary/conclusion (one or two paragraphs total)

Assignment (PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY!):

· Find three articles on your topic in scholarly journals. Although I prefer journal articles, if there are no alternatives (rarely the case), one of the three sources may be an edited-book chapter, book, or reputable web-page. Films, while being a means of exploring your topic, cannot be used to meet the requirements for the assignment. 
· A few notes: 1) If you do studies on non-primate animals, you need to relate them to humans; 2) All studies should relate to human biology/biological anthropology in some way (no using articles read for other classes).  
· Write down the complete citations for the print source (not the URL), for example, if you use AJPA format:
Journal article

Trinkaus E, Churchill SE, and Ruff CB. 1994. Postcranial robusticity in Homo. II: humeral bilateral asymmetry and bone plasticity. Am J Phys Anthropol 93:1–34.

Book

Saunders SR, Katzenberg MA. 1992. Skeletal biology of past peoples. New York: Wiley.

Book chapter

Gruner O. 1993. Identification of skulls. In: Iscan MY, Helmer RP, editors. Forensic analysis of the skull. New York: Wiley-Liss. p 29–45.

· Write a 4-6-sentence summary of each article. See below for clues about what to include.**
· Additionally, write a one or two-paragraph final summary of what you learned from your research

· Students may work together, but you each must have a different set of three articles

· Type it up and give it to me before I begin lecturing on the due date, with your name, subject, and others consulted listed. Because you have more than sufficient time, no credit will be given for late assignments under any circumstances (if you arrive late to class and haven’t turned in the assignment before then, I will subtract 5 of the 10 points).

**Types of information you may include in your article summaries:

1) Problem or purpose of the article.

2) Methods used - What do the authors say they are going to do, what group(s) are they going to examine, etc. to solve the problem stated above?

3) Analysis - How did the author go about analyzing his/her data - does it make sense? 
4) Conclusion - Does the author’s analysis explain and solve the problem or question? Does the author accomplish the goals?

5) What did you learn from the article

Library Project Ideas that past students have used – Feel free to come up with a new idea
Evolution – Baron George Cuvier and his theory of catastrophism

Evolution – Creationism vs. evolution in today’s society

Evolution—Mutation

Evolution – Natural selection

Evolution – Sexual selection

General – Current issues in physical anthropology

Human Origins – African origin theories compared to multi-origin theories of humanity

Human Origins – Ancestry and evolution

Human Origins – Early hominids

Human Origins – Human vs. Ape ancestry

Human Origins – Natural Selection and Human history

Human Origins – Prehistoric peoples, i.e., Cro-Magnon

Human Origins – The fossil Record

Human Origins – Where did the first human evolve—latest theory

Modern humans – “Blue” Children

Modern humans – Adaptation of Aboriginal tribes in Australia, history

Modern humans – Down Syndrome

Modern humans – Dyslexia

Modern humans – Gender

Modern humans – Gender – place of women in society, their rates of illness, disease

Modern humans – Homosexuality 

Modern humans – in South/Central America

Modern humans – Learning disabilities

Modern humans – Malaria—Biocultural adaptations

Modern humans – Sickle cell anemia

Modern humans – Eugenics

Primates vs. humans

Primates – Chimpanzee studies

