Getting Started with Your Anthropology Research

UVM Libraries home page: http://library.uvm.edu/ 
Library Catalog: http://voyager.uvm.edu/ 

Connect from Off-Campus: http://library.uvm.edu.ezproxy.uvm.edu/  

Using the Library

· Library materials may be borrowed with a UVM ID card (CatCard).
· Library computers are equipped with Microsoft Office products.  These computers require your UVM NetID and password to log in.  Always save your work to your Zoo account (to which you are logged in.)
· You can pay for your print jobs and photocopies with your CatCard.
· There are people in the library that can answer your research questions.  Ask at the Reference Desk for assistance, or use the IM or e-mail reference service by selecting from the “Ask a Librarian” options from the library home page.
Research Process

· Define your research topic or question in one or two succinct sentences. 

· Identify key search terms (and alternate terms). 

· Identify the types of materials you want. (books, magazine articles, scholarly journal articles, etc.)  Become familiar with the UVM Libraries website.

· Identify the resources you need to use to get these materials (i.e., use the Library Catalog to find books we own, article indexes to find journal articles, etc.)

· Conduct initial searches. 

· Based upon results, adjust and refine search terms.  If you are not finding what you need try different search terms. Repeat.

· Critically evaluate resources for usefulness in answering your research question.

· Synthesize research into a cohesive, final product that addresses your research question(s); remember to cite your sources.

A Few Things to Keep in Mind when Researching Anthropology Topics

· Anthropological research is often interdisciplinary research.

· Search multiple databases across subject areas for information on your topics.

· Useful information for your topics is found in many formats – books, journal articles, newspaper articles, magazine articles, web pages, and more.  Know how to find all these different formats of information.

· Beginning your searches with keyword searches is often the best way to start.

· Be aware of where your information is coming from, purposes, biases.

· Good anthropological research is thorough research.

Finding Books in the UVM Libraries

· Use the UVM Libraries Catalog, available as a link form the Libraries webpage, or directly at: http://voyager.uvm.edu 

· Select: “Guided Keyword” as your search option to start looking for books on a particular topic.  

· Look at the pull-down menus and connectors to make sure you understand the search screen.

· Combine terms to narrow or broaden your search and use truncation for the greatest flexibility in your search results.

· Most recently published results appear first; look at the full record of each item for detailed bibliographic information, location and status information.

Locating Journal Articles

Locating articles from scholarly journals, magazines, and/or newspapers requires using special databases. (See below.)   Sometimes articles are directly accessible from these databases and other times locating articles may be a 2 step process.

Step one is to use an index to journal articles to locate citations for articles on your topic.   A citation will tell you the name of the article, the name of the magazine or journal, the author’s name, date of publication, and page numbers. Sometimes these indexes include abstracts, and sometimes they may link directly to the full text of the article or to an electronic journal subscription that will lead you to the article.

Step two is to locate the article. Sometimes this can be accomplished through a direct link from the database, by clicking on the “Find it at UVM” button.  Other times, you may need to go to the Library Catalog and perform a journal title search for the name of the journal. Never look for the article title in the Library Catalog. 

Selected Online Indexes

Academic Search Premier
Expanded Academic ASAP

Two interdisciplinary indexes to journal articles; both index the major anthropology journals. A great starting point for almost any topic and particularly good for topics that cross disciplinary boundaries. Indexes both popular and scholarly materials. 

Other Online Indexes for Locating Scholarly Articles on Anthropology Topics

	Anthropology Plus
	Historical Abstracts

	AnthroSource
	Social Science Abstracts

	GEOBASE
	Web of Science


____________________________________________________________

For additional help and/or individual consultations contact Laurie Kutner:

laurie.kutner@uvm.edu
656-2213


