How to Cite Your Electronic Sources in APA Format

This guide is based on the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA). 5th ed.
Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association, 2001. See especially pp. 268-281. The complete manual
can be found at the reference desk under the call number B/H Ref BF 76.7 .A46 5" ed. 2001.

Reference List examples

Reminder: For the purposes of this guide, examples listed below will be single-spaced. Your instructor may
prefer double-spacing.

JOURNAL ARTICLE: 2 CITATION FORMS

“[EICC'[I'OHiC VCI'SiOI’l]” Form: Use this form if the Web site or database displays an electronic
copy (usually a pdf.) of an article that has appeared in print. Several years or decades of the journal may
have been published before the electronic version existed.

EXAMPLE: Rudd, J. B. & Whelan, K. (2005). Does labor’s share drive inflation [Electronic version]?
Journal of Money, Credit and Banking, 37, 297-312.

o “Retrieved from” Form: Use this form if the Web site or database displays the article text only.
The journal is either Internet-only or, if it is published in print, no attempt is made to provide a
photographic reproduction of the article.

EXAMPLE: Herzberg, M. & Wang, S. (2002, Summer). Identifying lead analysts for stock selection.
Journal of Investing. 11, 25-35. Retrieved October 27, 2002, from LexisNexis database.

BOOK

EXAMPLE: Caplan, E. (1998). Mind games: American culture and the birth of psychotherapy.
Berkeley, CA: University of CA Press, 1998. Retrieved June 13, 2005 from
http://www.netlibrary.cony.

Book: Multiple Authors — List up to six authors before using et al. Follow the [Last name, Initial.] format in the
preceding example.

MULTIPAGE DOCUMENT on a Web site

Basic Form: Author/Organization/Sponsor. (Year). Title of the document. Retrieved [date of access] from
[URL or Web site].

EXAMPLE: Music Publisher’s Association of the United States. (2004-2005). The church musician and
the Copyright Law. Retrieved June 20, 2005 from http://www.mpa.org/copyright/church.html.

CHAPTER or SECTION in an Internet document



http://www.netlibrary.com/
http://www.mpa.org/copyright/church.html

Basic Form: Author/Organization/Sponsor. (Year). Title of the chapter or section. In Title of the
document(chap. #, if available) . Retrieved [date of access] from [URL or Web site].

EXAMPLE: Control Arms. (2003). Run for your life—but not to Europe. In The human cost of arms
abuse (chap. 2). Retrieved July 21, 2001, from http://www.controlarms.org/ the issues/run_life.htm.

REPORT Generated in an Interactive Database or Data Set

Basic Form: Author/Publisher. (Year Published). Title of report if there is one [Custom Report].
Retrieved [date of access] from [name of database or data set].

EXAMPLE: Mergent. (2005). Vermont Teddy Bear Co., Company Financials [Custom Report].
Retrieved August 12, 2005, from Mergent Online Database.

EXAMPLE: World Bank Group. (2004). [Custom Report]. Retrieved August 12, 2005, from World
Development Indicators database.

EXAMPLE: Simmons Market Research. (2001). [Custom Report]. Retrieved August 12, 2005, from
National Consumer Survey database.

For Documents not Covered in the APA Manual

To cite a document not covered in the APA Manual, follow the basic forms listed above and provide as
much useful information as you can. Author(s), if available, or title(s), followed by the year of
publication in parentheses should be the first part of the reference. More specific titles, dates of retrieval,
and the Internet address (URL) make up the second part of the reference.
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